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Our Misson

The Kalmar Nyckel 
Foundation preserves and 

promotes the cultural  
and maritime heritage of  

Delaware and the Delaware 
Valley for the education  
and enrichment of all.

Our Vision: 
To provide a premier maritime and cultural experience and destination for all.



Dear Friends,
Together we have grown to become an educational and cultural destination  

in Delaware. Through generous philanthropic support and community part-
nerships, the Kalmar Nyckel Foundation (KNF) is making hands-on learning 
experiences and events accessible to under-served youth, our region, and ports 
along the Eastern seaboard. This year, we reached a new record by touching  
the lives of 35,000 people! 

The key word in our mission statement is “education.” As we remain  
committed to this journey, in fiscal year 2023, KNF reached new milestones  
with programs that embraced learning and our maritime heritage, supported  
our community, and inspired our visitors and volunteers.

n  MARITIME HERITAGE: Kalmar Nyckel, The Tall Ship of Delaware, hosted over 
16,000 people for sails and tours from Wilmington, Historic New Castle, and seven 
ports on the Eastern Seaboard. 

n  LEARNING: 11,000 children and adults participated in our field trips, classroom,  
and community outreach programs. We offered free field trip and classroom  
programs to all K-12 Delaware public and charter school students thanks to  
generous donors and sponsors.

n  COMMUNITY:  8,000 visitors toured our campus including 5,000 children and 
adults from Wilmington and the region who attended LEGO Shipbuilding Day, Captain 
Kidd’s Pirate Day, Halloween Ghost Ship, and Underground Railroad Superhero Day. 

n  NEW EXHIBIT: BATTLE OF BUCHAN NESS: Epitaph for an Exceptional Ship,  
our stunning new permanent exhibit, features a painting by renowned marine artist 
Patrick O’Brien and a wall-sized depiction of the original Kalmar Nyckel’s last voyage.

n  VOLUNTEERS: Our volunteer program includes 250+ devoted friends who sail and 
maintain our ship, deliver education programs and events, and support our growth.

We are grateful for the partnership and philanthropic support of the 
community. We invite you to review this annual report and explore how we can 
collaborate to make a historic difference. 

                With deepest appreciation,

                Catherine Parsells  Andrew Cloud
              EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BOARD CHAIRMAN

2023  Achie vements
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35,000
People reached 

in 2023 

16,000 
Passengers and 

guests on ship sails 
and tours.

11,000 
Children and adults

on field trips and 
classroom programs 

(both in-person 
and virtual)

8,000 
Visitors to KNF and 

community programs

202

By the Numbers
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1 OUR FLAGSHIP FIELD 
TRIP FUND made KNF’s  

innovative hands-on learning 
accessible for free to all Delaware  
K-12 public and charter school  
children in FY23 — thanks to gen-
erous donors, including Godmother 
Tatiana Copeland and Arkadi  
Kuhlmann who presented a generous 
challenge match at the Gala.

2 8TH ANNUAL LEGO 
SHIPBUILDING DAY arrived 

with 1,000 fans building STEM-based 
ship models and fantastic creations 
in our free-play rooms, plus prizes for 
ships built at home and the event.

3 HALLOWEEN GHOST  
SHIP brought 1,200 visitors, 

many in costumes, to celebrate our 

maritime twist on spooky ships  
and fun activities.₄    CAPTAIN KIDD’S  

PIRATE DAY in July,  
attracted 1,000 visitors for the 3rd 
annual event with ship tours,  
cannon demonstrations, chantey 
singing, sword school, crafts,  
and more.

5 UNDERGROUND  
RAILROAD SUPERHERO 

DAY returned to Fort Christina  
Park in August with families  
making freedom schooners  
and masks plus a riveting  
performance of Harriet Tubman  
by actor-historian Dr. Daisy  
Century from the American  
Historical Theatre.

4  Ka lmar  Nycke l  Annua l  Rep or t  

3



Catherine Parsells,  Executive Director
Samuel Heed, Esq., Senior Historian & Director of Education

Captain Sharon Dounce, Port Captain & Relief Captain
Captain Lauren Morgens, Ship’s Master

Jan Ross, Director of Marketing &Public Relations

Kyle Parks, Assistant Director of Public Programs & Engagement
Garrett Hastings, Assistant Director of  Education

Mary Ann Connelly, Office Manager
Ann Godley, Port Captain’s Office Assistant

EMERITUS

Anthony Bosworth  .  Sylvia Davenport  .  Garry Greenstein  .  Richard J. Julian
Mary McCoy  .  Earl Seppala  .  Peg Tigue

KALMAR NYCKEL FOUNDATION STAFF

SHIP STAFF

Jim Fitzgerald, Chief Mate/Engineer  .  Aida Morgan-Russell, Second Mate/Education Officer
Greg Brown, Ship’s Chef

COPELAND MARITIME CENTER & FORT CHRISTINA PARK

Museum Educators: Kathleen Hall-Ditchfield, Kit Melnik, Peter Neiner  .  Weekend Visitor Services:  Marika Levine
Interpreters: Herb Conner, William Harrell,  Evan Royston

F or six years, the Kalmar Nyckel Foundation and  
neighboring  Challenge Program (CP) have part-

nered to deliver a workforce development program for 
CP trainees during the ship’s winter maintenance season. 
From November through mid-March, Challenge Program 
trainees learn and contribute to the maintenance of   
Kalmar Nyckel under the supervision of KNF staff. 

Refinishing wood pieces including sanding, scrap- 
ing, and varnishing,  the trainees  develop skills and  
contribute to various ship projects. They support criti- 
cal ship maintenance while also learning “soft” skills 
working with KNF staff and a regular group of sea- 
soned volunteers. 

This workforce program  is highly successful for the 
trainees and a great benefit to both organizations. KNF pro- 
vides excellent job skill development, and with the Challenge 
Program building located in the shipyard, trainees can 

easily access other aspects of their program. It is a win- 
ning solution that we hope to continue for many more years.

If you are interested in supporting this work, and would like 
to learn more, please contact Amy Bielicki, Director of Devel- 
opment at dev@KalmarNyckel.org or 302.429.7447. 

Andrew Cloud 
CHAIR

Melissa Kenny
PRESIDENT

John B. Morton
TREASURER

Christine Moritz
SECRETARY

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Tina Betz
Joseph Butera
James Cleffi
Tom Collins

Vernita Dorsey
Åke Fagelberg

Gerald G. Forney
Robert V.A. Harra, Jr.

Fred Hocker
Finn Johnsson
Adam Knox

Gary Linarducci

Wendy Massey
Megan McGlinchey

Jamai Robinson
Nancy Schragger

Kamela Smith
Daniel Thompson

Nigel Veater

Workforce Development Program Partnership

202 Board of Trustees and Staff

Kalmar Nyckel  Foundation
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By the Numbers

40,240 
Service hours 

given by active 
volunteers, to  

sail and maintain our 
ship as well as 

deliver educational 
programming 

250+
Devoted friends 
 are part of our  

volunteer program. 
They sail and 

maintain our ship 
and support 
our growth. 

11,000 
Children and 

adults on field trips 
and classroom 

programs (both 
in-person and 

virtual)

ICONS: VIKTOR TURCHYN, KHOLILA WALE; 
ICON PRODUCER/THE NOUN PROJECT



 n active volunteer since  
 2007, Kat Caudle, was  
 honored as KNF’s 2023  
Volunteer of the Year at the annual 
Volunteer Appreciation Party. In the 
words of Captain Sharon, “She is  
the type of person that we can call 
when we need something — whether 
it’s on the ship, or for crew training,  
or something  totally random. At 
festivals she steps up to help with  
anything, like shifting the entire gift  
shop from ship to shore or buying a 
tarp at the store! Need a main chief  
for almost every single day sail on 
weekends or evenings in Wilmington 
 or New Castle — she’s it. Need a 
crewmate picked up from the airport, 
“I got you” is her reply! Need a cook 
in a pinch? You got it! That’s Kat.”  
As Captain Lauren says, “Just like me, 
 she revels in that ‘edge of chaos’ feel-
ing that is running a complicated deck 
on a windy sail with a full boat of  
passengers and crew — and in doing 
it well. She has put serious work into  
becoming excellent at our modern- 
traditional ‘blend’ of personal experi- 
ences and technical boat handling. 
She’s organized. She studies. She works 
hard to communicate clearly and  
consistently when she trains others…  
she is excellent at what she does.”

Kalmar Nyckel Foundation is not Kat’s 
 only volunteer commitment, but she 
goes “above and beyond” to make her 
schedule work for the ship and the 
crew. This year, she devoted three full 
weeks on the ship before starting a  
new job commitment. “We count on 
her, and she does not disappoint,” says  
Captain Lauren. Kat, congratulations 
 and thank you for all you do for KNF!

202 Volunteer of the Year: Kat Caudle

Kalmar Nyckel  Foundation

2023 
VOLUNTEER OF 

THE YEAR, 
Kat Caudle on 

the ship’s rig. u

VOLUNTEER 
Chris Brooks helming 

on the whipstaff 
(our ship pre-dates 
the invention of the 
captain’s wheel by 
about 70 years). u

OUR FALL 
MAINTENANCE

includes sanding and 
finishing the bow-  

sprit thanks to a big  
crew of volunteers. 

q

A
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Jean Ashe
Victoria Astley
Elaine Autry
Sharon Baker
Chris Basler
Liz Berke
Doug Blair
Chris Blidan
Mark Blythe
Joe Bodnar
Tony Bosworth
Barry Bowen
Chris Brooks
Leon Brooks

Tim Burroughs, Sr.
Joe Butera
Vinny Caputo
Ellen Carter
Rob Carter
Jon Caspar
Kat Caudle
Kathy Caudle
Frank Cebula
Chris Chambers
Dawn Cheshaek
Mark Chesney
Christine Cintron
Jim Clark 
Tucker Cobey 
Herb Conner
Herschel Connor
Angela Cosenzo
Dave Costa
Paul Deevy
Gary Deshong
Moe DeSousa
Joanna Dimondi
Allegra DiNetta
Sandy Dounce
Glenn Dracopoulos
Antonie Dvorakova

John Eastlund
Bev Eccles
Blue Eng
Terri Eros
Mark Eschbacher
Don Feeney
Mike Fernbacher
Taylor Fiederlein
Mike Fiore
Sadie Fiore
Gerry Forney
Nellie Forwood
Jodi Frank
Stephen Franklin
Bill Gail
G.G. Garth
Steve Gaston
Steve Gee
Andy Gogates
Bob Goldsmith
Mark Goncalves
Charles Gray
Fran Green
Phil Gross
Jen HagenCharles Harm
Peter Harrington
Dustin Harvey

Morgan Hediger
Elan Heicksen
Kate Heicksen
Peter Heicksen
Sophia Heicksen
Janice Hillman
Al Hinkey
Tim Hodson
Deb Hofmann
Allen Hopman
Will Horning
Mary Hudson
Lelan Hurst
Craig Husted
Bill Hutchison
Roger Immell
Buddy Johnson
Scott Jones
Leah Keller
Marie Kemm
Cindy Knisley
Charlie Kopishke
Lynda Kopishke
Steve Kotroba
Bill Krauss
Julie Krauss
Anne Kuh

Marko Laasonen
Mary Lally
Concetta Lamore
Linda Langford-Powell
Pat Lawrence-Caldwell
Vincent Le Lievre
Tina Lesem
Bob Lhulier
Connie Li
Fred Litcofsky
Bob Livingston
Linda Lyman
Andrew Lyter
John Marcone
Steve Marino
Dan Marsh
Chris May
Brenda Mayrack
Dan McDevitt
Nancy McGee
Colin McGowan
Kaitlin McGowan
Joel McLaughlin
Richard McLaughlin
John McMurray
Kathleen McWilliams
Libby Meier
Jean Metzar
John Miller
Bill Moatz
Bill Monahan
Betsy Montanio
Karen Moore
Bob Morgan
Cynthia Morgan
Aida Morgan-Russell
Jaz Moulden
River Mullikin
Anne Natale
Jack Nelson
Lynda Nestor
Karl Neumann
Tom News
Danny Noznisky
Kim Padley
Steve Patton
CJ Payne
Donna Phoenix
George Ponce de Leon
Craig Priniski
Casey Przywara
Ravi Rangan
Nate Ransil
Phyllis Reynolds
Frank Richardson
Tim Rieder
Ron Roberts
Sean Roberts
Ann-Ca Rohrweber

Denise Rosaio
Carrie Ross
Roz Roszkowski
Carol Ruffini
Ed Rush
Andy Sanborn
Katie Sanborn
Matt Sarver
Jim Scarborough
Rick Schlack
Nancy Schragger
Paul Schragger
Maggie Scott
Tim Searl
Hillary Shade
Ken Shaw
Kathy Shearer
Ron Siebach
Holly Sinclair
Larry Sipple
Giani Sirignano
Kate Smith
Lyz Smith
Mysti Sothen
Laura Spangler
Kate Speidel
Bernadette St. Amour
Rick Starr
Abijith Subramanian
Sajjan Subramanian
Ann Tabinowski
Steve Tabinowski
Rolf Thoresen
Alan Trebat
Phoebe Troiani
Chris Tryens
Thom Unger
Steve Valihura
Matthew Van Aken
Julia van der Veur
Chris van Veen
Marie Vayo-
     Greenbaum
Nigel Veater
Lou Verdeur
Van Wells
Esther Weyer
Geoff Weyer
Jim Whisman
Krista White
Tony Wiegner
Marcie Williams
Pat Williams
Matt Wilson
Jay Winfield
Mike Wolyniec
Joanne Zecca-Veater
David Zgleszewski
Bill Zimmerman

Volunteer Program

The Kalmar Nyckel Foundation recognizes our volunteers as the heart and soul  
of our organization. We thank each one of you, who not only sailed and maintained 

Kalmar Nyckel, but also taught and guided our programs and events in fy2023. 

Kalmar Nyckel  Foundation

VOLUNTEER ELAINE AUTRY is the first woman to receive the epic 10,000 Volunteer Hours 
Award for service at KNF. She was honored in December with an “angel head” carved likeness that will 
be mounted on Kalmar Nyckel’s stern gallery this year. She joins 11 men who have reached this goal.

Ka lmar  Nycke l  Annua l  Rep or t   7



Kalmar Nyckel  Foundation
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202 Program Highlights
THE KEY TO KALMAR, a stunning gilded 
carving, was unveiled on the stern of our ship to 
mark the 25th anniversary of her commissioning 
in May, thanks to many skilled volunteers.

CAPTAIN SHARON DOUNCE was inducted 
into the prestigious Delaware Maritime Hall  
of Fame. We congratulate Kalmar Nyckel’s Port 
Captain (USCG licensed 200-ton Master) for  
more than 20 years of outstanding service!

BATTLE OF BUCHAN NESS: 
EPITAPH OF AN EXCEPTIONAL 

SHIP, opened with a ribbon cut- 
ting attended by Senator Tom  

Carper, benefactor Arkadi Kuhlmann,  
and KNF supporters. Featuring  

a KNF-commissioned oil painting  
by renowned marine artist Patrick  

O’Brien, the exhibit depicts the  
original Kalmar Nyckel’s final battle  

in defense of the Dutch in 1652.  
“Developing cultural and historical 

programs that connect the com- 
munity to our heritage will impact  
today and tomorrow in immeasur- 

able ways,” noted Mr. Kuhlmann.

VASA MUSEUM VISITORS 
Fred Hocker, Director of  
Research and KNF Trustee/
crew member and Ana 
Silwerulv, Costume and 
Textile Researcher (in yellow) 
presented “Dress for 17th 
Century Success” for KNF 
volunteers. Pictured (left to 
right) Hocker, Captain 
Sharon, James Knowles, KNF’s 
Sam Heed, Silwerulv, and 
Captain Lauren.
 



Kalmar Nyckel  Foundation
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Fiscal Year 202 Financials

F Y  2 0 2 3  O P E R AT I N G  R E V E N U E

F Y  2 0 2 3  O P E R AT I N G  E X P E N S E S

22%

9%

4%

2%

26%

9%
9%

3%

22%

In addition, the value of volunteer time (40,240 hours) is $1,279,500.

Depreciation and other non-cash expenses are not included.

Philanthropy

Ship Operations

Other Earned Income

Government and Other

TOTAL= $1,298,000

Education Programs

Ship Operations

Administration

Marketing & Development

Occupancy and Other

TOTAL= $1,295,700

D uring the 2023  
 Fiscal Year (from 
 November 1,  2022 
to October 31, 2023), KNF 
operated with a $1.3 million 
annual operating revenue 
and 31 employees (9 full-
time; 23 part-time/seasonal). 
We were supported by 
200+ active volunteers who 
gave 40,240 service hours 
(valued at $1,279,500) to 
sail and maintain our ship 
as well as deliver education-
al programming in 2023. 
Overall, FY23 delivered 
our best results since 2019  
and greatly exceeded our 
expectations. Capital 
expenditures totaling 
$176,800 were covered  
entirely by specific founda-
tion and individual gifts.

KNF continues to  
develop a long-term strategy 
to expand our partnerships 
and improve our maritime 
campus. The organization 
has been a significant 
contributor to Wilmington’s 
Christina Riverfront, with  
a 6.8-acre riverfront campus 
and more than $15 million 
invested in the ship,  
Copeland Maritime Center, 
multiple permanent exhibits, 
the dock, and shipyard 
improvements.



A  love of sailing and a passion for travel were the nexus  
of Bob and Marilyn Forney’s collection of 73 model  

ships and boats that now resides in the Kalmar Nyckel Foun-
dation’s “Watercraft of the World” gallery which opened in 
2015. While this is a remarkable collection that follows their  
travels across the globe, the Forney Family has also volunteered  
for many years and made generous philanthropic gifts  
including a variety of financial resources, from cash to donor- 
advised funds, appreciated stocks, matching gifts, and a  
family foundation.

We are so grateful to Bob and Marilyn and all the Forneys, 
and it  is with great sadness that we recognize the passing  
of Marilyn on December 29, 2023. Marilyn will be remembered 
for many wonderful qualities and particularly her  generous 
philanthropic spirit  — which she passed down to her family. 
Multi-generational giving is part of their family’s passion.

 Their son, Gerry Forney, is an 
active member of both  Kalmar  
Nyckel’s volunteer crew and the Board 
of Trustees (just elected Trustee Emeri-
tus in January 2024). He gives his time, talent 
and treasure to our education mission and prgrams. 
“Our family has a strong belief in philanthropy,” says Gerry. “We 
also have managed our giving strategies to help our funds grow 
and serve more causes over the years.”  

At KNF, we are thankful for the leadership and inspirational 
philanthropic support of the whole Forney Family.

Please contact Amy Bielicki, Director of Development,  
dev@KalmarNyckel.org at 302.429.7477 to discuss  
planned giving or seek the advice of your financial or tax advisor 
to make sure your philanthropic giving fits your goals.  

Community Partners

A Forney Family Tradition of Giving

The Challenge Program

City of Wilmington

Council of American Maritime Museums

Delaware Department of Education

Delaware Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs

The National Park Service

New Castle County

NOAA’s Monitor National Marine Sanctuary

Old Swedes Historic Site 

Riverfront Development Corporation of Delaware

Swedish Council of America

Tall Ships America

UGR3Day Underground Railroad Experiences, Inc.

Vasa Museum, Stockholm, Sweden

Wilmington City Council
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 OUR GENEROUS SUPPORTERS make free community events possible (above, left). 
The Forney Room (above, right) is evidence of the Family's strong belief in philanthropy. Inset, Bob 

and Marilyn Forney, who, along with son Gerry Forney donate time, talent and treasure to KNF. 



Gala Sponsors
GODMOTHER’S CIRCLE
Diamond State Port 
     Corporation
Wilmington Trust

KING NEPTUNE’S 
COURT
Bouchaine
Highmark Delaware
Kenny Family ShopRite Stores
     and Kenny Family 
     Foundation
Light Action

MERMAID’S CIRCLE
Diamond State Recycling
IncNow

JP Morgan Chase & Co.
L & W Insurance
Ross Aronstam & Moritz, LLP
Union Park Volvo
WSFS Cares Foundation
Wonder Meats
Young Conaway Stargatt &
    Taylor, LLP
 
PATRON
AAA
AUTOPORT, Inc.
Brightfields, Inc.
Carvertise
CBM Insurance
CSC
Eisner Amper
Incyte
Martin & Lisa Lessner

Maron Marvel Bradley 
     Anderson & Tardy LLC
Noramco
The Pilots’ Association for the 
    Bay & River Delaware
The Siegfried Group, LLP
VanDemark & Lynch, Inc.
Walmart
Weiner Benefits Group

Gala Host 
Benefactors
Lammot Copeland
Sylvia Davenport
Gloria and Paul Fine
The Forney Family
Amanda and Rob Friz
Linda and Rob Harra

Susan Janes-Johnson and 
     Scott Johnson
Cathy and Richard Julian
Mary and Francis Julian
Melissa Kenny and 
     Mark Maguire 
Arkadi Kuhlmann
Ellen and Alan Levin
Mary McCoy
Megan and Brian McGlinchey
Hugh Miller
Linda and Ned Morgens
Mary Ball and John Morton
Margie Morton
The Padley Family
Cathy and Mark Parsells
Julie and Jonathan Russ
Nancy and Paul Schragger
Sylvia and Earl Seppala

Gala Committee
Chair: Donna Phoenix
Linda Harra
Rob Harra
Charles Hayward
Marie Kemm
Lynda Kopishke
Wendy Massey
Mary Ball Morton
Nancy Schragger
Christine van Veen
Marcie Williams
Chris Brooks

Staff
Cathy Parsells
Jan Ross
Mary Ann Connelly
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AMBASSADOR OF 
FINLAND to the United 
States Mikko Hautala 
spoke to Gala guests on 
September 23, 2023.

We celebrated the 25th anniversary of the Kalmar Nyckel’s commissioning  
and had a wonderful party in spite of the tropical storm that moved us inside. 

With the generous support of our sponsors, host benefactors, donors,  
guests, committee, and winning bidders, our 16th annual King Neptune Gala  

was a great success. Many thanks to everyone who supported our Gala!

King Neptune Gala



Kalmar Nyckel  Foundation

King Neptune Gala
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        Emcee Michael Waite,  
KNF Executive Director  
Cathy Parsells, Auctioneer  
and State Senator  
Dave Wilson, and Captain  
Sharon Dounce.

        Ashley Cloud, FY23  
Board Chair Andy Cloud,  
and Captain Lauren.

        Ambassador of 
Sweden to the United States 
Urban Ahlin

    Chip and Tracy Rossi

      KNF Director of Education 
& Senior Historian Sam Heed, 
Teacher at Bancroft School Karen 
Eller, and Governor Carney.

        Kristopher Knight,  
Deputy Secretary of  
Delaware Department of  
State and guest.

1

1

5

5

6
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Kalmar Nyckel  Foundation

Report on Giving

We extend our gratitude and deep appreciation to the individuals, foundations, and 
organizations who donated funding to the Kalmar Nyckel Foundation from 

November 1, 2022 through October 31, 2023 (Fiscal Year 2023). Your gifts support our 
education mission and represent a meaningful affirmation of our work. Thank you!
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$50,000 AND ABOVE. Arkadi Kuhlmann Family Trust. Longwood Foundation. Welfare Foundation, Inc.

$10,000 - $49,999. Anonymous. Tatiana and Gerret Copeland . Crestlea Foundation, Inc.. Diamond State Port Corporation. The Discover Brighter  
   Futures Fund. Fair Play Foundation. Forney Family. Gary Linarducci. Mary McCoy. Laffey McHugh Foundation. Kenny Family Foundation
    Kenny Family ShopRite Stores. Wilmington Trust Company

$5,000 - $9,999. Barclays Bank Delaware . Jill and Chris Brooks . Ashley and Andy Cloud . Michele Cross and Jim Kelly . Dapplecroft Fund. Sylvia Davenport. Diamond State Recycling 
   Corporation. Financial Literacy & 
   Education Fund. Linda and Rob Harra. Highmark Delaware. Susan Janes-Johnson and 
   Scott Johnson . Cathy and Richard Julian . Mary and Francis Julian . Hugh Miller. Christine and Garrett Moritz . Cathy and Mark Parsells . Cathy and George Siegfried . The Tuttleman Foundation

$2,500 - $4,999. AAA Mid-Atlantic. B & M Meats, Inc.. Christine Blidan. Capital One. Ellen and Robert Carter. City of Wilmington. Lammot Copeland. Diver Chevrolet. Robert L. Fessler and 
   Patricia J. Fessler Foundation. Carol and Taylor Fiederlein. Amanda and Rob Friz. Emma and Fred Hocker. IncNow

. JP Morgan Chase & Co.. Christine Chastain-Warheit. L & W Insurance. Megan and Brian McGlinchey. Mary Ball and John Morton. Pamela and Byrne Murphy. New Castle County. Noramco. Ross, Aronstam & Moritz, LLC . June Robbins. Salem Marine Society. Nancy and Paul Schragger. Sylvia and Earl Seppala. Swedish Council of America. Union Park Automotive. Walmart, New Castle, DE. Barbara and Jim Whisman. Wilmington City Council . WSFS CARES Foundation. Young Conaway Stargatt & 
   Taylor, LLP

$1,000 -  $2,499. AUTOPORT, Inc.. Tracey and Christopher Basler. BrightFields, Inc.. Clinton Brooks. Warren Brownell. Carvertise. Council of American Maritime     Museums, Rennie Fund . CBM Insurance. Linda and Thomas Cloud. Cynthia and Tom Collins. Herschel Connor. CSC. Donna and David Curran. Delmarva Power/Exelon. Eisner Amper LLP. Gloria and William Gail. Danielle and Alden Gibbs. Robert Gooderham. Incyte Corp.. Finn Johnsson. Bettina and Scott Jones. Lynda and Charlie Kopishke. Jacqueline Koppens. Patricia Lawrence-Caldwell. Lisa and Marty Lessner. Ellen and Alan Levin. Maron Marvel Bradley Anderson 
   & Tardy LLC. Anne Martelli-Raben and 
   Adam Raben. Colin McGowan. James Micallef. Linda and Ned Morgens. Lauren Morgens and Matt Sarver. Margaret Morton

. Josephine C. Osbun Fund. Kimberly Padley. The Pilots’ Association for 
   the Bay and River Delaware. Francis Richardson, Jr.. Jan and Scott Ross. Julie and Jonathan Russ . Gwendolyn Saucier. Nancy and Paul Schragger. The Siegfried Group, LLP. Kathleen Shearer. Pamela and Wade Sjogren. E. Marvin Stouffer. Okemah and William Strickland. VanDemark & Lynch, Inc.. Joanne Zecca-Veater and 
   Nigel Veater. Sandra and Donald Verdiani. Carolyn and Clint Walker. Weiner Benefits Group, LLC. Regina Barry and Geoffrey Weyer . Marna and Thomas Whittington. Jean Wiegner. Donna and Pat Williams. Michael Wolyniec

$500 - $999. Elaine Autry. Bank of America

. Marilyn Bromels. Don Brown and Lynne Howard. Martha and Thomas Carper. Katherine Caudle. Kara and James Cleffi. Kim Connell. Karie Davidson. Lisa and Eric Davis. Vernita and Eric Dorsey. Julianne and John Doubet. Jacqueline Faulcon. Nancy and Robert Goldsmith. Saundra and Charles Hayward. Barbara Heinlein. John Lavoie. Sharon and Walter Leipold. Toni Lindsay. Maritime Controls, Inc.. Phyllis and Daniel Marsh. Wendy Massey. Stacey and Chris McConnell. Lisa and Marty McGregor. Robert McNaull. Carol and Ben Osbun. Donna Phoenix. Tracy and Chip Rossi. Carol and James Scarborough. Jane Schindewolf and 
   Eric Romano

. Nellie and David Scott. Gail and C.J. Seitz. John Simon. Linda and Henry Spire. Zandy and Richard Starr. Sheila Stidham-Wilson. Alice Vandever. Mary VerCande. Marcelle Williams. Betsy and David Williams. Patricia Zaharko

$250 - $499. Charles Alfree. Kim and Adam Beckstrom. Mary and David Bernheisel. Tina Betz. Peter Blessinger. Barry Bowen. April and Joseph Butera. Ambrose Carr. Catherine and Gregory Coin. Pat and Joseph DiPinto. Sharon Dounce. Janice and Charles Durante. John Eastlund. Beverly Eccles. Joseph Fader. Jackie and J. Harry Feldman
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. Brian Fitzgibbon. Mark Galipeau. Matthew Glanden. Andrew Gogates. Claire and Frederick Gordon. Francis Green. Susan and Garry Greenstein. Marion and Lawrence Hamermesh. Marge Hardham. Amber and Nathan Hauser. Margaret Rose Henry. Jerry Hooper. Sandra and Jeffrey James. Karen and Kenneth Johnson. Karin Karel. Donna and Bruce Knight. Anne Kuh. Anthony Latorrella. Christina and Stephen Lisinski. Elizabeth Lockman. Thor Lundin. Linda Lyman. Pamela Mann. Dawn Martinez. Masonic Wives. Brenda Mayrack. Ellen and Robert Meyer. Cynthia Morgan. Peter Neiner. Marcia Owens. Liz and Allen Rawl. Andrea Robinson. Deborah and David Ross. Richard Schlack and 
   Carolyn Holland. Lisbeth and James Selsor. Kenneth Shaw. Allison and Daniel Thompson. Margaret and William Tice. Sally Townsend. Robert Valihura. Julia van der Veur. Harry Verngren. Robert Weidman. John Legaré Williams

. Tiana Wimmer. John Winnington 

$100 - $249. Peter Abessinio. Sandra and Jeffry Addicks. Nancy and Patrick Allinger. America’s Boating Club 
   of Annapolis. Linda and James Amundsen. Nancy and Richard Bayard. Kathy and Ronald Beard. Susan and William Bechstein. Wendy and Robert Biggs. Gina and Anthony Bosworth. Margaret Brenner. Allison and Roberts Brokaw. Catherine Bryson. Nadine and Timothy Burroughs Sr.. Barbara and Raymond 
   Butterworth. William Byrnes. Victoria and John Cairns. Sara Cakebread. Jonathan Caspar. Andrew Cassey. James Clark. Berkley Cone. Barbara and Richard Cooch. Amanda Cosenzo. Walter Czerny. Pat and David Debski. Gary Deshong. Linda and Glenn Dracopoulos. Francine and William du Pont. Mary Dugan. Noor and Mark Dunn. Dee Durham. Susan and Thomas Eichler. Anita and Lamar Eric Ekbladh. Blue Eng. Janet and John Erikson. Suzanne and David Feaster. Kathleen and Michael Fiore. Helen Forwood. Anne Foster. Phyllis and Robert Gabage. Gloriane Garth and Louis Slifker. Lorraine and Richard Gilmore. Augusta Gladd. Ann Godley. Lisa Goodwin. Anita Grashof. T.J. Healy. Carol Hertzoff and Steven Marino. Elizabeth and William Hohman. David Hoopes. Jody Hutchinson. Chela Hutchison. William Hutchison. Midori Miastain-Inoue. Philip Johnson. Beverly and John Jordan. Carol Kelly. Marie and Noel Kemm. Ann Knackstedt. Cynthia Knisley

. Adam Knox. Althea and Steven Kotroba. Valerie and John Kratunis. Brenda Kriegel. Kathy Kucek. Constance Li. Irene and H. Hunter Lott. Kathryn Massau. Cynthia McCauley. Beverly McCausland. Margo McClellan. Christy and Bryan McCormick. John McKelligott. Richard McLaughlin. Roger McLendon. Carl McNabb. Julius Meisel. Matt Meyer. Janet and William Moatz. Estelle and William Monahan. Christy Morgan. Sibyl Mose. Jane and John Nelson. Neenah and William Newell. Timothy Nurvala. Sally O'Byrne. George Overstreet. Moira Owens. Janet and Steven Patton. Thomas Pavonarius. Craig Priniski. Nicholas Raposo. Katie and Jerry Reilley. Jamai Robinson. Cristian Rojas. Karen and Thomas Rosenberg. Leona and Tony Roszkowski. Pinaki Roy. Adam Rutenberg. Rosemary Ryan. Sally Scarpitti. David Segermark. Terry Seningen. Bryan Shade. David Sheats. Larry Silver. Katie Skrobot. Kamela and Mark Smith. Jere Stephano. Daniel Stevens. Swedish Women's Educational   
   Association Philadelphia. Lane Tapley and Stephen Munro. Margaret and Jim Thomas. Rolf Thoresen. Alan Trebat. Peggie and Steven Valihura. Maureen Verbeek. Constance Wahlig and 
   John McDonald. Katherine Ward and 
   James Smigie. Thomas Washbon. Ann and Calhoun Wick. Suga Yokota. Meg and Scott Young. Deryn and Joseph Zakielarz

Report on Giving 

SHARING 
WILMINGTON’S 

Underground 
Railroad history, 

playing pirate  
with our ship’s 

crew, learning to
 build a boat, and 
exploring the life 
of a 17th-century 

sailor are all 
possible thanks  
to our generous 

donors and  
sponsors.



Abraxas Studio of Art
Adventure Aquarium
American Helicopter Museum
American Swedish 
   Historical Museum 
Janet Armitage
Baltimore Orioles
Baltimore Ravens
Margaret Beresik
Beyond 50 Fitness Center
Lyz Bowman
Brandywine Conservancy & 
   Museum of Art
Brew HaHa!
Brewer Banner Designs
Bouchaine
Chris Brooks
Bronca Apparel
April and Joseph Butera
Caffé Gelato
Candlelight Dinner Theatre
Bruno Caputo
Jon Caspar
The Challenge Program
Chanticleer Gardens
Chelsea Tavern
Chuck Lager America’s Tavern
Bill Collins
Tatiana and Gerret Copeland

Concord Diner
DE.CO
Delaware Children’s Museum
Delaware State Parks
Diamond State Party Rentals
Molly DiBianca, Esq.
Dogfish Head Brewery
Sandra Dounce
The Edge
Embassy of Sweden
Expedia Cruises
Taylor Fiederlein
First State Crane Services
Helen Forwood
William Gail
Mark Galipeau
Ann Godley
Devara Goodman
Arne Göth
The Grand Opera House
Linda and Rob Harra
The Hedgerow Theatre
Kate Heicksen
Joseph Hodgson
Alan Holcombe
Hotel Du Pont
Scott Humphrey
Jessop’s Tavern
Robbie Jester

Dee Jones
Richard Julian
Karin and Martin Karel
Lindsey Keck
Kenny Family Foundation/
   Kenny Family ShopRite
Lynda and Charlie Kopishke
Anne Kuh
Ladew Topiary Gardens
Michelle Lapihuska 
Pat Lawrence-Caldwell
Light Action
Lions Club
Linda Lyman
Main Event
Marshall Steam Museum
Melting Pot
Steven Marino
Wendy Massey
Mary McCoy
Richard McLaughlin
The Mind Whisperer
Robert Morgan
Museum of the American
   Revolution
Peter Neiner
Osher Lifelong Learning  
   Institute at the University 
   of Delaware

Mark Ogles
Adrian Olivier
Nina Ovryn Design
Moira Owens
Kim Padley
Catherine Parsells
Painted Stave
Philadelphia Eagles
Philadelphia Flyers
Project Liberty Ship Cruises
Riverfront Development 
   Corporation
Riverwalk Mini Golf
Jan and Scott Ross
Edison Rush
Julie and Jonathan Russ
Matt Sarver
Paul Schragger
Hillary and Richard Shade
Kathy Shearer
Snuff Mill Restaurant, 
   Butchery & Wine Bar
SoDel Concepts
Mysti Sothen
Patricia Spohn
Richard Starr
Stitch House Brewery
Felicia Tannenbaun 
Martha Taylor

Bill Tice
Tri-M Group LLC
Union Park Volvo
Urban Air
Julia Van der Veur
Alice Vandever
Christine van Veen
Donald Verdiani
Vane Brothers
Viking Cruises
V&S Galvanizing LLC
Bonnie Waetzman 
Michael Waite
Walmart, Elkton, MD
Charlie Weeks   
Wharton Esherick Museum
Wilma’s Restaurant
Joanne Zecca-Veater
Bev Zimmerman
Zulu Nyala

 

 

2023 In-Kind Donations

Special thanks to these individuals and organizations that donated in-kind goods 
and services to the Kalmar Nyckel Foundation in FY2023.
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The Annual Report is  
a KNF publication. If  
there are any omissions  
or corrections please 
contact Amy Bielicki, 
302.429.7447 or 
dev@KalmarNyckel.org.



Kalmar Nyckel Foundation
1124 East 7th Street
Wilmington, Delaware 19801
302.429.7447
KalmarNyckel.org

“In 202, we reached new 
milestones with programs 
that embraced learning, 
our maritime heritage, 
supported our community, 
and inspired our visitors 
and volunteers.”
                             ~ KALMAR NYCKEL FOUNDATION


